OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST 

FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION DATE- February 23, 2011

PROJECT- 
Lower Monumental Dam
RESPONSE DATE-     COB – As soon as possible 
Description of the problem:

University of Idaho installation of lamprey PIT detection antennae equipment is likely not going to be done in time for Lower Monumental to meet its March 1 operational start target for operation of the south fish ladder.  Personnel and fabrication of antennas was the cause of delay from U of I.   Idaho will be installing their downstream antennas this Thursday (Feb. 24th), causing the delay in start up.
Operating project has crane work previously scheduled for dive work, RSW work and NAV work on 28 Feb and 1 March.  Cranes are needed for the removal of stop logs, exit bulkheads and install the exit trash rack, to open up the adult fish ladder. Otherwise, as originally scheduled by tomorrow the ladder would have been returned to service.
Type of outage required:  
Need south fish ladder outage through March 4 to accommodate the installation of the antennas.  
Impact on facility operation
North adult fish ladder is up and running 100%, providing the historically fish preferred passage route.  Any effects are likely going to be minimal.  Daily steelhead fish counts as recorded in 2004 from 1 Mar to 5 Mar was 18, 46, 58, 58, and 46 respectively.

Length of time for repairs: 
The south shore fish ladder is expected to return to service on or before March 4.  This is four days into the adult fish passage season.  
Expected impacts on fish passage:  
There could be possible delay to steelhead after 1 March. 
North fish ladder is in service and will continue to be in service until winter maintenance 2012. 

Comments from agencies

“Greg,

I reviewed your offical coordination request for the additional outage days from March 1 to March 4, 2011, of the Lower Monumental South fish ladder to accomodate the installation of the antennas for lamprey PIT detection.  NOAA Fisheries supports the evaluation of lamprey passage at Lower Monumental, and agrees with the Corps that antenna installation is neccessary.  Adults will likely experience very minimal passage delay from the added 4 day ladder outage.  Therefore, NOAA supports the Corps proposed plan. “
Bill Hevlin – 2/24/11

“Hi Greg- CRITFC concurs with this outage in order to get the PIT-detector installed for adult lamprey.  This is an issue that we have supported for some time.  Thanks-“  Bob Heineth  2/24/11

“Greg,

Upon reviewing the request for additional closure days for the LMN south ladder, it seems there will be very minimal impact to steelhead during these extra four days of closure.  With the critical need to better understand the passage impacts to adult lamprey, the Service strongly supports the request to delay the ladder opening to complete the installation of the HD-PIT tag antennas.” David Wills U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2/24/11

“Greg,

We have no objection to this request. However, delaying adult steelhead that overwinter in the hydrosystem is a concern because of the short time they have to get to their spawning areas.” Russ Kiefer  – IDFG 2/24/11

“I concur with Russ.”  Rick Kruger – (Oregon) 2/24/2011

Dave Statler (Nez Perce) “Concur.”  2/25/2011

Final results:
The operating project is planning to accommodate the installation of the

lamprey antennas and placing the south ladder back in service by 4 March.
South adult fish ladder RTS 2 March at 1505
Please email or call with questions or concerns.
Thank you, 

Greg Moody
509-527-7124

